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MURDER GOES SOUTH--How it all began

1t bega anve Thorsday {Third Thersdayt on Jaseary 16, 2003, The Smyroa
Public Library opened its doors to the fivst formn for veaders and writers of
mysiery. The response to the programe was phenomenal! Our panel of writers,
Phillip DePoy (Fhe Devil’s Heardh), Gwen Bunter (Delayed Dlagrosis), Walier
Bowvells (Cry For Justics), and Patvicia Spriaklde (Bat Wiy Shoos the
Muagistrate '}, weve welcomed by a standing-roonvonly audience of mystery
enthusinds. Each weiter read from his or her works snd cutertained questions
from the amdicnce. A boek signdog fellowed,

The eathusiase and posifive feedback recelved from both andivace and
wyiters prompled the creation of the engelng, yearly program now known as
Muarder Goes South. 1o the past we had had some fine writers and special
gresis appear on our panel, Weiters like Evelyn Coloman, Mignen Balland,
Bathren Wall, PFred Willavd, David Polmer, E, Joan S, Beve Broawn, to
aname a few. Our dinoer guest speakers have bncloded Cavolyn Hart and Mary
Kay Aundrews, both of whont mee wwand winning authors,

Beliove it or not, this i the fifth year of our Mystery program,

You don’f want o ndss oue Mystery Dinser this vear, Our guest speaker,
Mavgaret Mavon, is the suthor of aver twenty-five books, including twelve in
the Judge Deborals Knott series. We also have sone special features this yen:
sowriting contest, an after hours progeao at the Wine Shopgpe in the Village, and
two warkshops espedially for the writers in cur sudience,

{See page 4 Tor a profile of thiv vear®s puest writery)




What doas it
roatter?”

Recently § attended o meeting of the Friends of
Georgia Libravies with Sally Reed, Exceutive
Divector of Fricnds of Libruwdes USA, as guest
speaker, She gave a presentation on advecscy
wndl awareness, T was particnlarly interested in
e gquestion she asked: WHAT DOES Y
MATTER? She stated we should alwavs ask
surselves that guestion whatever we do.

§ began thinking about our libravy and sur
Frieads, 1 cortainly hope that we do matter o
our community. Do you boagioe neweemens
ook ut the Bbrary and think we are a sawing
comumunity? The childean’s progeas, the wifi
and internet connvetion, the sbundanee of
reading matevial and the genealogy
department, do all of these matter? 1 see peaple
nsing the internes booking for jobs, doing
Bmework, and vesearching fters of interest.
Huopofully, the Hbrary resewrces ave helping
people do seell with their school work and
prepare for the business world, What dess it
matier that theve are 27,000 libravy cand
helders in our community?

What doss i matter that families come into the
Hbrary for story hour or o cheek ont videos?
What does it soutter that patrens wse the
library to read the daily paper ov thelr favovite
magaxine? § koow that ol of these help us be g
more knowledgeable and educated commumity.

What did it matter that we had an Evening
with the Friends? Not only did we have a socid
time for the Feieads to meet snch other and

come fogether ns a commumnity, bat we
supporied the Bbeavy with our donations of
new BVD's and €D,

1 know when fhe Friends began planning
“Murder Goes South™ we wanted it to
mutter. We wanted te proserve the
Sounthern wmystery. This evest pramotes
Southern mystery writers whose work
caphares the history, beaaty and tradition
of the Seuth, The writers are proserving
the wonderlol colture we have. What dees
it matter?

Does it mratter that e Foiends have set a
high goal for membership? We believe it ks
an artainable goal and the Friends sod the
library will benefit from the sew members
and new ideas that they will bring to the
group. WHY NOT GIVE A
MEMBERSHIP FORM TO A FRIEND
OR NEIGHBOR? SPREAD THE WORD!

Your board of divectors of the Friends
believes the lilrary matters greatly to the
organization sl the conumunity, With
your support, thme and effort we are able to
provide additional Tunding and programs
for the Smyra Public Library and the
commmunily benelits, WHAT DOES 1T
MATTERY Thiak about the oty withont
the Bhrary.

MERRY CHRISTMAS
AND HAPPY NEW YEAR
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